Music and the physically handicapped
A joint study conference was held by the Disabled Living Foundation on April 6 to discuss the results of a report submitted by Mr. I. R. Walters., D.B.E., B.A., B.Mus., F.T.C.L., on "Music and the Physically Handicapped". The report was completed a year ago and copies had been circulated to all local authorities and other interested bodies. It was encouraging to see that the majority of the delegates were from the local authority education and welfare departments.
During the morning speakers, including a disabled music lover, talked about some of the difficulties which beset a disabled person wishing to follow music as a hobby. Information about what was available, and accessibility to premises where music classes were held or groups met, seemed to be the two main problems. To overcome difficulties speakers advocated more and better co-operation and co-ordination of effort between local authorities and departments and voluntary organisations.
The morning session was completed by a demonstration of modifications to musical instruments which enabled a disabled person to play percussion, wind and string instruments.
In the afternoon Lady Hamilton introduced a panel of speakers drawn from those who had responded to the music report with their own experiences of music with the disabled. These varied from having a co-ordinating committee of departments within the local authority to leading a group of over eighties in singing the latest pop tunes.
General discussion followed, with the 
Helpers study psychology
A study day for occupational therapy helpers was held at Holloway Sanatorium, Virginia Water, on April 30. Dr. J. Clarke, clinical psychologist at Holloway, speaking on "Some aspects of psychology in rehabilitation", discussed defence mechanisms and explained how these might function when patients had emotional problems with regard to occupational therapy. Dr. Clarke showed some of the tests which she used to ascertain patients' abilities and explained how certain areas of brain damage might affect specific abilities. Dr. M. Byrnes, lecturing on the causes of mental illness, elucidated some aetiological theories,
